


HOMEWORK POLICY

INTRODUCTION
This policy has been written following consultation with parents/carers and takes into account their views.
In November 1998 the then DFEE published guidelines for Primary Schools relating to homework.  These guidelines were not specifically intended to be adopted by Special Schools as a whole, but rather Special Schools were invited to take account of the sections which were most relevant to the needs of their pupils.
Homework has to be very individual to the pupils who attend Heart of the Forest.  It can take many forms and we would refer to it as ‘home learning support’.

Home learning support is an important aspect of our home school partnership.  Our policy is underpinned by the belief that we need to work closely with families to help our pupils achieve the very best they can.

Aims

· To enhance the partnership with parents or carers, involving them actively in their children’s learning.
· To consolidate, generalise and reinforce skills that are worked on within school.
· To increase pupils participation in the family and community.
· To encourage pupils to develop the self-confidence and self-discipline needed to occupy themselves.

Implementation
Home learning support can be a whole range of things.  It will vary for each pupil and is likely to change as a pupil gets older, develops or if their needs and priorities change.
For example it may include –

· Home and school working on consistent strategies for behaviour following an agreed behaviour plan.
· Using total communication to support understanding and communication.
· Using consistent strategies to support sensory information development.
· Working on toileting, dressing or feeding programmes.
· Pupils bringing in objects for thematic work as requested.
· Use of Education City via personal log in.
· Use of e books via personal log in.
· Shared reading books
· Conventional homework tasks such as worksheets or Rapid Maths homework packs.
· Activities within the community – these can be shared in the school diary or via photographs sent in from home.

The daily home school diary is a useful way of communicating with parents/carers and support can be requested by school through this.  Equally parents/carers can ask for specific activities for supporting learning and this can be discussed and organised within the class team.

[bookmark: _GoBack]However home learning support is implemented it is important that it should be an enjoyable experience and not an activity that puts pressure on the child or the family.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Review

This policy undergoes a detailed review by Staff and Governors as appropriate from the date of this document.
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